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ONCE ONE of Malayalam
cinema’s most bankable
stars, since 2017, Dileep’s ca-
reer  has  largely been
etlipsed by the abduction
and sexual assault case, in
which he was accused of
being a conspirator and ac-
qu;tted on Monday.
- The §7-year-old was the

801 accused in the case. The

:osecuuon alleged that he -
hlred the first accused, Pul-
SUE Suni, to abduct the vic-
thn a popular Malayalam
ﬁhi: actress, sexually assault
hgi and record the crime. It
had been dubbed a rare case
of *supari” for rape.

Coming out of the court
on Monday, Dileep’s first re-

1994 comedy Manathe Kot-
taram, in which he played a
character called Dileep.

Actor Dileep leaves the Ernakulam district court in Kochi on Monday. pn

Acquittal could pave way for return to
film bodles that once shunned him
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THE DISTRICT sessions court
in Ernakulam on Monday ac-
quitted Malayalam film actor
Dileep in the 2017 case related
totheabduction and sexual as-
saultof anotheractorinamov-
ing vehicle. Dileep, whose real
name is Gopalakrishnan, was
the eighth accused in the case.
Judge Honey Varghese found
the first six accused persons
guilty, and the quantum of
punishment will be pro-
nounced on December12.
Those found guilty include
Pulsar Suni, 37, a history-
sheeter who allegedly had

Dileep leaves the Emakulam
district court on Monday. pn

there had been a conspiracy
against him. Referring to
another popular actor and his
ex-wife, Manju Warrier, Dileep
said, “It was after Manju’s
statement that there was a
criminal conspiracyin the (ac-

closelinkstothe filmindustry.  tor’ssexualassault)casethata
Suni and the other five who conspiracy began against me.

llsaidto Apromi police officerand
beinthe movingvehiclewhile a gang of criminal police have

the actor was being assaulted.

created this. This Qolice gang

actionwas to hit out against Since then, he has been
th_ose he claimed had con-  known by that name. ,
spired against him — police His first hit movie Salla-
and the media.

Tehsil Mandi Gobindgarh,

ancry artiste Gopalakrishnan becam® Dﬂeep Film star Dileep acquitted

asuperstar who held | sway beyond; just act lng in 2017 actor assault case

been dubbed a rare case of “su-
for rape.
I’EmOn Monday, apart from Di-
leep, the court also acquitted
Charlie Thomas, Sanil Kumar
alias Mestri Sanil, and Sarath
Nair. Charlie had been accused
of providinga hideout forother
accused after the incident.
Sanil had faced charges of con-
spiring with Pulsur Sunil in jail
to extract money by threaten-
ingDileep. Sarath faced charges
for handing over and destroy-
ingthe visuals of the sexual as-
sault. The court had declared
three other accused, Vishnu,
Vipinlal and Aneesh, as ap-
rovers.
5 The state government said
itwould appeal the verdictand
reiterated its support for the
survivor,whohasworked inthe
Malayalam, Tamil, and Telugu
film industries.
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