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coach, aner Herman Kruis
retumed to tho N€therlands to
continue wlth hls exisllng assigft
rn€nt. Just hours before the
squad departed for the Wortd
Cup, the PHF announced that
Krub, who had been oridnalt
named head coact, v/ould
lnstead serve 6 an adviser.

NEW DCI,I{

ohatnoSobdESonM
qp cal{p lbr lbra.Uo
Manas Dhamngon Monday
earned his first call.up to
lndla's maln Davis Cup squad,
while the team management
has retained the core that
produced a historic win over
the Netherlands for the crl.t
cial Qualiflers Round 2 ti€
agalnst South Korea in Seoul
on Septembor 1&19.

[ ftnFoor
Uvorpool bo&ilsrdfrB
rffir hdl dgnlrEof Anqlo
Uverpool have slgned Uruguay
defender Ronald tuau,o frcm
Spanish champions Barcelona
on a se$oftlong loan, the prs
mler League club announced
oo Mooday, 6 thsy moved to
strengthen an lnjurfravaged
defiBnce. Bitlsh rn€dia report-
ed that tho deal includes an
option to buy the 271re6rald
for aboutf4T milllon. AGENciEs

recolds as one ofthe youngest
pla}'ers on the ctruit

England's more seasoned
GrandmasteN. Sheyas, who

made a mark as one of the
UKs talents. - Pfl

Khahu, lbnu Chaudhary and
Thiya Ammugam. - PlI

Afghanistan earn
direct qualification
for ODIWorld Cup

.uuuL!r6, srDrge'{worn! zo'u ro. + /2uuEzl or lrsrq0.n.6h (sny rc. 1 b iJ at Ludh€ha lnth6 s€clion ol SSEAry/LOH und6rADEN/LOH

IBIXACI, AT'GU8T IO
Afghanistan secued a dt€ct
qualification forthe 2027 ODI
Wodd C'up affer tleating he.
land by thrce wickets in the
tbird ODI here on I\rlonda3r
After producing a fine

bowling performance to txjwl
Ircland out fot a merc 206 in
46.3 overs, Afghanistan
slipp€d from 9?2 !o r?6fl at
one stage in their chase.

But Rashid Khan hit an
unbeaten 37 (43 b8Is, 4
fours) in the company of a
dependable Yamin
Ahma&a.i (4 not out off 26
bals) to take Afghanistan
over the line it] 44.5 ovels.

Afghanistan, who are
currently ranked No. 8,
thus secured d.irect quaUfi-
cation for next year's 50-
over Vlorld Cup to be held

in South Africa, Zimbabwe
and Namibia.
The Afghans, who had

entered this contest need-
ing only a win to secure
World Cup qualification,
had beaten Ireland by g2

runs in thesecond ODI. The
first ODI of the five-match
series was washed out.

''It was a low-scoring match,
always tough. Finally we won
the matrh. ffashid bowled
really well. Assessed the mn-
ditions well." Afghanistan
captain Rahmat Shah said.
It will be Afghanistan's

foufih appearance in an
ODI World Cup.
Brief scores: Iretsnd: 206
(Hoey 36; Ghazanfa! 3/29,
Rashid 3/44); Afghanistan:
20?fr (Gurbaz 7t, Rashid 3?'i
Hoey 4/34). - Agencies
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